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in school life. It offers many opportunities for personality
development through its committees, positions of leadership
in a relatively small group, discussions, and programs of
activities planned and executed by the students. It is a small
counseling unit through which a qualified teacher may carry
on the processes of student appraisal and adjustment.
More effective than the homeroom form of organization
for guidance purposes is the teacher-counselor system in
which guidance and instruction are more closely fused. In
this ideal set-up, one teacher co-ordinates the education of
thirty to forty students. He teaches them in the fields in
which he is professionally prepared and brings into the class
specialists in other fields. He canvasses the resources of the
school and the community for valuable experiences for his
group. During his three or four years of such intimate
association he is able to study each individual and help him
to develop his potentialities.
Guidance through the Attitudes of People toward the
Adolescent. — Frequent reference has already been made to
the influence of adults' attitudes upon children, but the im-
portance of this influence justifies the emphasis given to it.
The case of Robert B., a fifteen-year-old boy, illustrates the
way in which family attitudes may wreck one member of the
family. The boy was referred to a child guidance clinic for
running away from home, playing truant, stealing money
from his parents, and fabricating extraordinary stories.
Robert's mother was deeply concerned with "doing her
duty*' and considered Robert a "duty." She had no confi-
dence in him and openly showed her distrust. She was afraid
that he would disgrace the family and, in order to prevent
such disgrace, she nagged and found fault with him con-
stantly. Robert's father likewise had no confidence in the
boy and was afraid he would end up in prison. He was
generally severe and impatient with Robert, but not always
consistent in his attitude. The attitude of Robert's younger
brother, Harvey, was still harder for the older boy to bear.
Harvey was held up as an example of virtue; he spied on
his older brother, and brought home tales of Robert's mis-

